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Planned by Vidyadhar Bhattacharya, Jaipur holds the distinction 

of being the rst planned city of India. Renowned globally for its 

coloured gems, the capital city of Rajasthan combines the allure of 

its ancient history with all the advantages of a metropolis. The 

bustling modern city is one of the three corners of the golden 

triangle that includes Delhi, Agra and Jaipur.

The story goes back to 1876, the Prince of Wales visited India on a 

tour. Since the colour pink was symbolic of hospitality, Maharaja 

Ram Singh of Jaipur painted the entire city pink. The pink that 

colours the city makes for a marvellous spectacle to behold. Jaipur 

rises up majestically against the backdrop of the forts Nahargarh, 

Jaigarh and Garh Ganesh Temple.

Jaipur traces back its origins to 1727 when it was established by Jai 

Singh II, the Raja of Amber. He shifted his capital from Amber to 

the new city because of the rapidly-growing population and an 

increasing water scarcity. Noted architect Vidyadhar Bhattacharya 

used the established principles of Vastu Shastra to build the city.





SAMODE
Samode is located 40kms northwest of 

Jaipur on Jaipur-Sikar road.

The beautiful 475-year-old Samode Palace 

provides a ne example of the Rajput 

haveli architecture while Samode Bagh 

offers luxurious tent accommodation. 

Visitors can experience the rural lifestyle by 

taking a camel safari through the village 

and visit local craftsmen.



JAINIWAS

UDHYANa
Light & Sound Show at Jainiwas Udhyan is one of 

the rst 3-D projection mapping-based light & 

sound show in Rajasthan using 3-chip DLP 

projectors of 25,000 lumens, DMX controlled LED 

lights, 5.1 audio surround system, etc.

Show depicts story of world-famous Shri Govind Dev Ji 

temple of Jaipur including carving of Shri Govind Dev Ji 

idol by Brijnabh (great grandson Shri Krishna), 

establishment of Shri Govind Dev Ji temple in 

Vrindavan, hiding of idol due to attacks of invaders on 

temples, re-nding of idol by disciples of Shri 

Chetanaiya Mahaprabhu, bringing of Shri Govind Ji 

idol by King of Jaipur, establishment of Shri Govind Ji 

Temple in Jainiwas Udhyan (Jaipur).



Amber Palace

Amber (pronounced Amer) is at a distance of about 11 

kilometers from Jaipur. Now a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, it was the bastion of the Kachwahas of Amber, until 

the capital was moved to the plains, to what is today 

Jaipur. The palace, located in craggy hills, is a beautiful 

mélange of Hindu and Mughal styles. 

Raja Man Singh I began construction in 1592 and 

the palace, which was built as a strong, safe haven 

against attacking enemies, was completed by 

Mirja Raja Jai Singh. 

The contrast between the 

harsh exterior and the inviting 

interior couldn’t  be more 

surprising. Made entirely of red 

sandstone and white marble, 

visitors are left spellbound by 

the magnicence of the palace 

that utilises carvings, precious 

stones and mirrors.



The splendor of the palace is enhanced by the 

breath-taking vista of the Maota Lake in front. 

The palace is nearly seven centuries old and 

has a legendary past. Originally a small 

structure that the Rajputs won from the Meena 

tribes, it was later transformed into the grand 

Amber Palace.



CITY PALACE

Located deep within the walled city, 

t h e  C i t y  P a l a c e  C o m p l e x  w a s 

conceived and built by Maharaja 

Sawai Jai Singh II, the founder of 

Jaipur. A beautiful fusion of Mughal 

and Rajput architecture, the palace is 

still home to the last ruling royal 

family which lives in a private section 

of the palace. Maharaja Sawai Jai 

Singh II is credited with building most 

of the structures, but it was expanded 

upon by later rulers as well. 



The City Palace Complex includes the Mubarak Mahal (the palace 

of reception) and the Maharani’s Palace (the palace of the queen). 

Mubarak Mahal now houses the Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II 

Museum and displays a vast and unique collection of royal 

costumes, delicate Pashmina (Kashmiri) shawls, Benaras silk saris, 

and other dresses with Sanganeri prints and folk embroidery. 

The clothes of Maharaja Sawai Madho Singh I are also on 

display. The Maharani's Palace, surprisingly, has an 

interesting display of very well-preserved Rajput 

weaponry, some dating back to the 15th century. Other than 

the arms, the palace is adorned with beautiful paintings on 

the ceiling that are well-maintained.



JANTAR MANTAR



Now a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Jantar 

Mantar in Jaipur is considered to be the 

largest of the ve astronomical observatories 

built by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II, the 

founder of Jaipur. It contains sixteen 

geometric devices, designed to measure 

time, track celestial bodies and observe the 

orbits of the planets around the sun. 

It also houses the Interpretation Centre 

that helps the tourists to understand 

a b o u t  t h e  w o r k i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  & 

chronology of the observatory. 



HAWA

MAHAL

Hawa Mahal, literally the Palace of Winds, was built in 

1799 by the poet king Sawai Pratap Singh as a summer 

retreat for him and his family. It also served as a place 

where the ladies of the royal household could observe 

everyday life without being seen themselves. This unique 

ve-story structure is a blend of Hindu and Islamic 

architecture, and the exterior, with its small latticed 

windows (called jharokhas), resembles the crown of Lord 

Krishna. The windows also serve as an air-conditioner of 

sorts, blowing cool air throughout the palace, making it 

the perfect retreat during summers. 



Built from pink sandstone, the Hawa Mahal is 

Jaipur’s iconic landmark and visitors can view its 

complete magnificence from outside, from across 

the road. However, it is also possible to climb 

right up to the top for a wonderful view from the 

windows. Today, the Mahal is maintained by the 

Archaeological Department of the Government 

of Rajasthan and also houses an archaeological 

museum in the courtyard.



ALBERT HALL MUSEUM

(CENTRAL MUSEUM)

The building gets its name from The 

Victoria and Albert Museum in 

London, the inspiration for its design. 

The exquisitely built Albert Hall is 

housed in the centre of Ram Niwas 

Garden. Sir Swinton Jacob (who is also 

the mastermind behind many other 

palaces in Rajasthan) conceptualised 

and designed it using styles from the 

Indo-Sarcenic architecture and the 

Prince of Wales laid the foundation 

stone of the building in 1876. 



The museum displays a wide 

range of metal objects, wood 

crafts, carpets, stone and metal 

sculptures, arms and weapons, 

natural stones and ivory goods. It 

also houses a large collection of 

miniatures from Bundi, Kota, 

Kishangarh, Udaipur and Jaipur 

schools of art.



Nahargarh Fort
Nahargarh Fort sits proudly on a ridge of the Aravalli 

Hills, creating an impressive northern backdrop to 

the city of Jaipur. It was constructed during the reign 

of Jai Singh in 1734, and was later expanded in 1868. 

Nahargarh, which means abode of tigers, was a 

formidable barrier, defending Jaipur against 

attacking enemies. Within its walls, the fort houses 

Madhavendra Bhawan, the summer destination for 

the members of the royal family. 



Built by Sawai Madho Singh, the palace 

has 12 matching boudoirs for the queens, 

at the head of which is a suite for the 

king. They are all connected by corridors 

decorated with delicate murals. Even 

today the palace is a favoured spot for 

local picnickers. The fort looks brilliant 

when oodlit at night. Overlooking the 

city, it presents a glittering view of the 

city lights.



JAIGARH

FORT

About 15 kilometres from Jaipur, Jaigarh Fort was built 

by Sawai Jai Singh II sometime in the early 18th century 

amidst the arid, rocky and thorn-scrub covered hills. 

Despite its ancient construction, it still retains most of its 

imposing citadel appearance. Visitors can see the 

world’s largest cannon – Jaiban, at the fort.



The temple is dedicated to Lord Vishnu, also called 

Narayan, and his companion, Lakshmi, the Goddess of 

wealth and good fortune. The temple is a work of art and 

has a marvellous display of exquisite carvings and 

sculptures covering many mythological themes. The eye is 

drawn to the images of Laxmi and Narayan, carved as they 

are, from one piece of marble. 

BIRLA TEMPLE

The top of the temple has three domes, each 

representing the three religions followed in India. 

This is designed to pay homage to secular India. The 

temple looks spectacular at night when it is lit up. 

Other than the main temple, the complex has a 

museum that exhibits the earlier belongings of the 

Birla family.

The Lakshmi-Narayan 

Temple, or the Birla 

Temple, as it is more 

popularly known as, is 

located at the base of 

Moti Dungari. Built on 

an elevated platform, 

this comparatively 

modern temple is built 

e n t i r e l y  o f  w h i t e 

marble and dominates 

the skyline of south 

Jaipur. The temple was 

commissioned and 

built  by renowned 

Indian industrialists, 

the Birlas, in 1988. 



JAL MAHAL
One of the most wonderful sights in Jaipur is the 

beautiful Jal Mahal or Lake Palace. The light, 

sand coloured stone walls and the deep blue of 

the water make for a wonderful contrast. The 

palace appears to oat in the centre of Man Sagar 

Lake, where its magnicent exteriors can be 

enjoyed by tourists.



Sisodia Rani Palace and 

Garden is  located 8 

kilometres from Jaipur 

on the Agra road. Laid 

out in Mughal style, it is 

p a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e 

legends of Radha and 

Krishna. The garden is 

multi-tiered and has 

fountains, water courses 

and painted pavilions. 

Maharaja  Sawai  Jai 

Singh II built it for his 

Sisodia queen.

SISODIA RANI 

PALACE

AND GARDEN



GOVIND DEVJI 

TEMPLE
The Krishna temple is a rare spire-less temple and houses 

the idol of Govind Devji that Sawai Jai Singh brought from 

Vrindavan. The deity, worshipped by the erstwhile royal 

family, is also revered by the the locals in the area.



GALTAJI
Galtaji is an ancient pilgrimage centre in Jaipur. 

Set amidst low hills and packed with locals and 

tourists alike, the attractive spot has temples, 

pavilions and holy kunds (natural springs and 

water tanks). Visitors to Galtaji will come across 

the complex of Ramgopalji temple, locally called 

the Monkey temple (Galwar Bagh).

It gets this moniker because of a large group of 

resident monkeys. The green landscape and 

chattering monkeys add to the delight of the 

area. On top of the hill is a small temple 

dedicated to the sun god, called the Surya 

Mandir. Constructed by Diwan Kriparam, the 

temple can be seen from anywhere in the city.



Activities

When it comes to exploring the beautiful 

landscape of Rajasthan, a hot air balloon ride is 

one of the best options. Soar above the vibrant 

Pushkar festival and treat yourself to breath-

taking views. You can also enjoy the beauty of 

India’s ‘Pink City’, and absorb its colours, 

avours and sounds as you take in magnicent 

forts, palaces and bewitching architecture that 

Jaipur is known for. Hot air balloon rides are 

also available at Kumbhalgarh, Rajsamand on 

prior booking basis.

HOT AIR BALLOON
RIDES

SHOP
Jaipur is renowned for its many famous 

handloom items and crafts. The famous 

shopping spots are Rajasthali (the 

Rajasthan Government showroom on MI 

Road), Johari Bazaar, MI road, Nehru 

Bazaar, Bapu Bazaar, and stalls at Bari and 

Choti  Chaupurs .  The  markets  are 

generally closed on Sundays.



One of the highlights of visiting the magnicent Amer 

Palace is the chance to travel like royalty on the back of 

an elephant, all the way to the palace’s courtyard. There 

are around 80-100 elephants that carry only a limited 

number of visitors per day. Therefore, if you wish to go 

for this unique experience of a royal ride on an elephant 

to Amer Palace, it would be best if you show up early in 

the day. During the tourist season, most elephants are 

done with their quota of riders as early as 11.00 am. The 

price for the one-way elephant rides have been set at Rs. 

1100 for two visitors from the bottom of the hill to the 

courtyard of this World Heritage Site. Amer Palace 

timings - 8.00 am - 05.30 pm

ELEPHANT RIDE AT
AMER PALACE

SOUND AND LIGHT SHOW (SON ET LUMIÈRE)
AT AMBER FORT
A spectacle of great visual delight, the Amber Fort & Palace 

Complex in Jaipur, hosts a breath-taking son-et-lumière. The 

Amber fort has been home to 28 kings of the Kachwaha dynasty 

until their capital was moved to Jaipur. The sound and light 

show at Amber Fort is a glorious attempt in reviving the pride, 

history and traditions of Amber. The show highlights the local 

legends, folklore, and celebrates the maestros of folk music, 

who, to this day, continue to give Rajasthan its unique identity. 

The show has been set in a spectacular location, with a brilliant 

view of Amber Fort & Palace Complex in the front, the rising 

Jaigarh on the left, and magnicent hills behind it. Timings: 1. 

October to February -6:30 pm (English)/ 7:30 pm (Hindi) 2. March 

to April - 7:00 pm(English)/ 8:00 pm (Hindi) 3. May to September 

- 7:30 pm(English)/ 8:30 pm (Hindi) *Please note: From 1st to 10th 

October there will only be an English show at 8.30 pm.



A heritage light guides the way from the Vidhan 

Sabha to Ambedkar Circle, making the entire 

setting of the Amar Jawan Jyoti a memorable 

experience for every visitor. Located in Vijay Path 

i n  J a i p u r ,  t h e  A m a r  J a w a n  J y o t i  i t s e l f 

commemorates the deeds of courage of the soldiers 

and warriors of Rajasthan. The site is also home to a 

walk-through museum that displays warrior 

memorabilia for the visitors to view. The best part 

however is the light and sound show that is held 

here every evening, in both English and Hindi. The 

show takes viewers through the rich history of the 

battles fought pre and post-independence in Rajasthan, 

celebrating the valour and immortality of the heroes 

that served their country in a bout of bravery and 

patriotism. Right across the road from the monument is 

a sitting area that offers an amazing view of the show, 

from where viewers can engage, opine and immerse 

themselves in the magnicence of Rajasthan’s past.

LIGHT & SOUND SHOW AT
AMAR JAWAN JYOTI

DISTANCE FROM RAILWAY STATIONS/AIRPORT TO 
JAIPURIA INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT JAIPUR

Railway Junction :   15.8 KMs

Gandhinagar Railway Station :   11.1 KMs

Durgapura Railway Station :   8.6 KMs

Jaipur International Airport :   8.3 KMs
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